
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE METRO EAST
SANITARY DISTRICT, ST. CLAIR AND
MADISON COUNTIES, ILLINOIS HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012 AT 1800 EDISON
AVENUE, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS AT 9:00
A.M.

President Economy called the meeting to order and the Clerk recorded the

attendance.

The following was the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Absent: Commissioner Crockett.

The Clerk stated that Commissioner Crockett called and asked to be excused from

the meeting.

Also, attending the meeting were Executive Director Shipley, Attorney George

Filcoff, Attorney Todd Neilson, Superintendent Randy Presswood, Superintendent John

Maeras, Superintendent Rick Fancher, Office Manager Cindy Worthen and Treasurer

Kenneth Davis.

Joe Juneau, representing Juneau Associates, Inc. and Lisa Ciampoli were also in

attendance.

ENGINEERING REPORT:

Mr. Juneau reported:

We are trying to verify the easement for the triple culverts under Route 162 in
Granite City.

There was a water line break at Baily International.  We are investigating the
matter to determine if the break was caused by the MESD force main.

Hank’s Excavating is slowly working on the twin 60” storm water lines.
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President Economy recommended that the Board move to “Unfinished Business”

on the agenda, and allow Ms. Ciampoli to address the Board concerning the recent

annexation.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ms. Ciampoli reported:

First, I want to thank the Board for giving me this opportunity to speak and
also for allowing my husband to previously address the Board.

Did the District provide any type of notification before the annexation?  What
was the process used for the annexation?

I spoke with my neighbors from 1342 North Bluff Road to Carter Lane and
they have asked me to speak on their behalf today.

I have kept current on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s
(FEMA’s) attempt to require flood insurance in the American Bottoms area.
So, I understand FEMA’s involvement in this process.

However, I do not believe my neighbors and I should be included in the
annexation.

After receiving my tax bill, I went to Madison County and asked for
assistance from the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Department.  I
also spoke with FEMA representatives on the State and Federal levels. I
understand FEMA chose the AR zone level of 430 on the Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM).

A FEMA representative said FEMA gave the guidelines, but MESD made the
final determination as to the property being annexed.

Only 30 feet of my property is below the 430 mark.  Our home elevation is
520.  My neighbors have the same situation.

I do not believe it is fair to tax us on the entire parcel of property.

I am hopeful that MESD will provide a “letter of map amendment” changing
the boundaries.
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Also, I found that in order to dispute the MESD property tax, it will cost each
resident One hundred ninety dollars ($190) plus attorney fees.

President Economy, “Who determined the MESD boundary?”

Mr. Juneau, “Our firm used the AR zone determined by FEMA.  If according to

FEMA any portion of a parcel of property was included in that flood zone, the entire

parcel was included in the annexation.”

Ms. Ciampoli stated, “The property at 1342 North Bluff Road is above the 430

mark, none of the parcel is below 430.”

Attorney Neilson explained, “Ms. Ciampoli let me address your questions, first

you asked what notification was given prior to the annexation.  The annexation was a

result of authority established and directed by the Illinois General Assembly in Section 2-

11 of the Metro East Sanitary District Act of 1974.  MESD was given special statutory

authority and was able to annex the property by adopting an Ordinance.”

“The only notification necessary was the posting of the agenda.  No public

hearings or publications were required.  Over two thousand (2,000) parcels of property

were annexed. MESD was not required to notify each property owner of the annexation.”

“If the Board decides to change the boundaries, it will impact more than just the

east side of Route 157.  The entire Ordinance will have to be amended.”

Commissioner Hanfelder, “Would it be easier to separate the property into two

parcels?”

Attorney Filcoff, “That would be very difficult.  The property is assessed by the

assessor and the rate is divided between all the agencies.”

Attorney Neilson, “Executive Director Shipley received a letter from Madison

County Board Chairman Alan Dunstan asking the Board to consider any request from

property owners to exclude that portion of their property that is not protected by MESD.”

Commissioner Hanfelder, “How many homes will this affect?”
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Ms. Ciampoli answered, “This affects approximately eighteen homes.”

Attorney Filcoff asked, “Can you provide us with a list of addresses above the

430 elevation?”

Commissioner Hanfelder, “Is Carter Lane north of your residence?”

Ms. Ciampoli responded, “Yes, my home is north of Carter Lane.  Also, I can

provide you with a list of homes above the 430 mark.”

Attorney Neilson, “A portion of the property is within the AR zone.  Water runs

down from your property, although it is above the 430 elevation, and MESD provides

drainage for that water.  A system of canals and ditches takes the water to the MESD

pump station.  The definition in the statute is “contiguous to and served by”.

Ms. Ciampoli, “I respect and understand that definition.  I have had an erosion

problem due to water running along my property.”

“I would not have a problem, if the annexation was done County wide.  However,

you chose not to include the entire County and picked the boundaries.  Therefore, I am

asking you to consider using Route 157 as the boundary line.”

Attorney Neilson, “We will need some time to further investigate this matter.

Juneau Associates will need to determine how many parcels this currently affects and

how many will be affected if the boundaries are changed.”

Ms. Ciampoli, “I appreciate the time you have given me today and want to thank

you for listening to me and for any assistance you can provide.”

Ms. Ciampoli left the meeting at 9:29 A.M.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Executive Director Shipley reported:

1. The Madison County 350 Terrain King is down, but the parts are in and it
should be repaired soon.
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2. We met with Ron O’Connor two weeks ago and agreed on a brand
statement for MESD.  The statement is “Operating and Maintaining
Levees to Protect Lives, Jobs and Property.”

3. I took a tour of the levee system on July 9th starting from the southern end.
I made notes for the Superintendents.

4. Spirtas Wrecking Company started moving sand to the old Union Electric
site by McKinley Bridge.

5. The fence is almost complete around the Missouri Avenue property in
Granite City.  The wire just needs to be strung along the top of the fence.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT:

Treasurer Ken Davis did not have a report at this time.

Superintendent Presswood reported:

1. Trees are being cleared along Wanda Road in Hartford, Illinois.

2. Yesterday, I stopped work on the twin 60” storm water lines.  Hank’s
Excavating was not securing the risers.  I explained that the risers must be
pinned to the concrete.

3. The sampler building at the Army Depot has been painted.  We are
installing flood lights, so that we can see into the basement.

Superintendent Fancher reported:

1. Two trim crews and three mowers are out today.

2. Repairs to the 350 Terrain King should be completed this week.

Commissioner Hanfelder, “There is a power line behind this building that is

hanging very low.”

Superintendent Fancher, “I will call the power company, report the low line and

inquire as to any costs.”
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Superintendent Maeras reported:

1. We are pulling a pump at the East St. Louis Pump Station.  American
Bottoms is paying for all of the repairs to the pump.

2. A new grate has been installed at the South Pump Station.

3. Three mowers are near Frank Holten State Park and three more are at Blue
Waters Ditch.

4. The 650 slope mower is being used around the East St. Louis High
School.

Lansdowne Office Manager Cindy Worthen reported:

1. Roger Morthland has been updating the system to be in compliance with
the new Post Office regulations that go into effect January 1, 2013.

Everything is in place and running correctly.  The next billing will have
the new post office barcode.  This will save money on postage.

2. Also, Mr. Morthland found a change in the Illinois E-Pay system that will
make it easier for customers to pay on-line.

3. We are still taking wastewater samples at Baily International.  The last test
was high in BOD’s and Total Suspended Solids.

4. Last week, Charlie Juneau, Superintendent Greathouse and Roger
Morthland met with representatives from Gateway Cold Storage
(Polarville) to discuss an outflow meter.

MINUTES:

The minutes for the July 5, 2012 meeting were presented for approval:

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to dispense with

the reading of the minutes, approve them as submitted and place them on file.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.
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GENERAL FUND CLAIMS:

The General Fund Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Laub to approve the

General Fund Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

LANSDOWNE CLAIMS & SPECIFIC CLAIMS:

The Lansdowne Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Laub to approve the

Lansdowne Treatment Plant Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them

paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

LANSDOWNE REPORT:

The Lansdowne Adjustment Reports were presented for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to approve the

Lansdowne Adjustment Reports as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

PAYROLL:

The Payroll for the period of June 24, 2012 through July 7, 2012 was submitted

for approval.



July 18, 2012
Page 11

Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Laub to approve the

Payroll as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

REPORT OF ATTORNEYS:

Attorney Filcoff, “Waste Management has requested that all of their easements

and right-of-ways with the Metro East Sanitary District be combined into one Ordinance.

Waste Management has been paying Thirteen thousand, five hundred dollars ($13,500)

annually for bridge crossings.”

“I recommend giving the Executive Director the authority to negotiate with Waste

Management.”

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder granting

authority to the Executive Director of the Metro East Sanitary District to negotiate on

behalf of the Metro East Sanitary District the renewal of all Ordinances, Resolutions and

Easements with Waste Management.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Present: Commissioner Economy.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

Attorney Filcoff presented an Ordinance granting the County of St. Clair, a

Municipal Corporation of the State of Illinois, the right to construct and improve bridges
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and their entrances on a bridge for which the Metro East Sanitary District, a Municipal

Corporation, has an interest.

Attorney Filcoff, “St. Clair County wants to make improvements to the bridges

over Black Lane and plans to award the bid before the next MESD Board meeting.   This

item is not on the agenda; therefore the Ordinance cannot be adopted today.  I

recommend the Board tentatively approve the Ordinance at this time.”

Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Laub to tentatively

approve an Ordinance granting the County of St. Clair, a Municipal Corporation of the

State of Illinois, the right to construct and improve bridges and their entrances on a bridge

for which the Metro East Sanitary District, a Municipal Corporation, has an interest.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

Superintendent Presswood, “When St. Clair County takes the bridge down; they

need to dredge under the bridge to the same elevation as the rest of the ditch before

installing the new bridge.”

Attorney Neilson reported:

I have been in contact with Lisa Ciampoli and Joe Juneau regarding the
annexation.

I received the T-Mobile packet and have quickly reviewed the information.
There is nothing to do at this time.

Commissioner Hanfelder, “Do you think the boundary line can be adjusted to help

Mrs. Ciampoli and her neighbors?”
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Attorney Neilson, “I have asked Joe Juneau to determine how many properties are

on the east side of Route 157 (North Bluff Road).  Also, I worry that changing the

boundary line will cause other problems.”

“If we change the boundary line to Route 157, how many properties will be

affected?  We need to look at all of these issues before making a final decision.”

Commissioner McCall, “I think both Attorneys did an excellent job explaining the

annexation.  I agree with Attorney Neilson, whatever we do, we have to consider how it

will affect more than just Mrs. Ciampoli.”

Attorney Neilson, “I want to review the statute again and then consider all of the

options.”

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

Attorney Filcoff presented a Resolution authorizing the Metro East Sanitary

District to Intervene in the Tax Appeal of Pioneer Warehouses, Inc. Granite City, Illinois

before the Property Tax Appeal Board of the State of Illinois.  Number 2012-R-010 was

assigned to this document.
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Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to adopt

Resolution Number 2012-R-010.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

Attorney Filcoff presented an Ordinance renewing Ordinance 88-0-007 granting

permission, right and authority to CenterpointEnergy Gas Transmission Co. Inc., a

Corporation, its successors and assigns, to construct, operate and maintain an 18” gas

pipeline at Section 33, T3N, R9W, Madison County, IL, Project 11 (Cahokia Canal).

Number 2012-0-008 was assigned to this document.
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to adopt

Ordinance Number 2012-0-008 renewing Ordinance 88-0-007 granting permission, right

and authority to CenterpointEnergy Gas Transmission Co. Inc., a Corporation, its

successors and assigns, to construct, operate and maintain an 18” gas pipeline at Section

33, T3N, R9W, Madison County, IL, Project 11 (Cahokia Canal).

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

Attorney Filcoff presented an Ordinance granting permission, right and authority

to Bunge – SCF Grain, LLC to construct, operate and maintain a grain loading system,

upon, over and across the levee of the Metro East Sanitary District and granting a right of

access and an exit ramp along a one hundred twenty-five foot (125’) section of roadway

on a portion of the levee property belonging to the Metro East Sanitary District.  Number

2012-0-009 was assigned to this document.
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Laub to adopt

Ordinance Number 2012-0-009 an Ordinance granting permission, right and authority to

Bunge – SCF Grain, LLC to construct, operate and maintain a grain loading system,

upon, over and across the levee of the Metro East Sanitary District and granting a right of

access and an exit ramp along a one hundred twenty-five foot (125’) section of roadway

on a portion of the levee property belonging to the Metro East Sanitary District.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

There being no further business, Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded

Commissioner Laub to adjourn.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Laub and McCall.
Nays: None.
Excused: Commissioner Crockett.

So adjourned at 10:03 A.M.

_________________________
Clerk


